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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Honueopathy.—The following announcement appeared in rExaminateur 
Medical ol the Pth January last, and has been copied into other journals. 

“ by a decree of October 1811, the Emperor of Austria has created a chair of 
homceopalhy in the faculty of Vienna; named MM. Worm and Nerbar professors, 
and appropriated 100 beds in the St. Elizabeth Hospital for the homoeopathic 
treatment of diseases, under the superintendence of Dr. Levy.” 

This decree, it seems, has the same foundation as the report so industriously 
circulated, that M. Breschet had become a convert to the infinitesimal humbuo, 
and is one of the innumerable fictions devised by that industrious and inventive 
class oT practitioners to increase the number of their dupes. 

Dr. Sigmund, a very distinguished physician of Vienna, who was recently 
sent by hts government to France to study the organization of the medical pro¬ 
fession in that country, on seeing the above statement in l’Examinateur Medi¬ 
cal, addressed lo the respectable editors of that journal a letter, the following 
extract from which they have published in their No. for 10th April. 

“ ■" the 3J No. of 1’Examinateur for 18J2, I find a statement which is 
entirely erroneous; it lias never been proposed to create a chair of homoeopathy 
in the faculty of V ienna; the government have neither enacted an order or decree 
to create a clinic of this kind. The hospital mentioned, is one closed lo students 
and strangers; a distinct foundation, served by the sisters of St. Elizabeth, and the 
physician of which is one of our brethren, Dr. Weninger, who has never prac¬ 
tised liomreopathy. MM. Worm, Nerbar and Levy are entirely unknown in 
Vienna.” 


85. Destruction of the Medical Library at Hamburg , in the recent conflagration. 
—The Medical Union of Hamburg has sustained a most severe loss, in the en¬ 
ure destruction of its large and valuable Library. 

We invite the attention of authors of Medical works and editors of Medical 
Journals to the following circular; 

“The frightful conflagration which visited Hamburg in the beginning of last 
May has not spared the premises of the Medical Union, whose library,"the fruit 
of twenty-six years’ assiduous collection, exists no more! Such a loss cannot 
be repaired by pecuniary contributions. Complete scries of a great number of 
German, French, English, American, and Indian Journals and works, rare editions 
of the older authors, a multitude of ancient and modern medical and chiruroical 
encyclopedias and lexicons in various languages, scarce and curious prints, &c., 
are not only lost, but are no longer procurable by purchase; while many hundred 
volumes of old dissertations, classified according to subjects, cannot be replaced 
in any manner. In this strait the Medical Union earnestly requests advice, not 
only from its foreign members, but from all its medical brethren, where and in 
what manner it may once more gradually acquire possession of a library at the 
least possible expenditure of money. Any communication on this subject, in 
post paid letters or through the medium of the booksellers, addressed to ‘The 
Directors of the Hamburg Medical Union,’ or to the undersigned, will be re¬ 
ceived with the sincerest thanks. The Editors of Medical Journals are request¬ 
ed kindly to give insertion of this notice in their respective publications. 

“F. W. OPPENHEIM, M.D.” 

“ Hamburg , May 1G, 1842.” 

86. Vaudeville enactedin a Lunatic Asylum .—On the 20th of July, a vaudeville 
was performed at Bicetre by the patients, and followed by a musical concert. 
The actors and musicians were trained by a young artiste, M. Florimond Rouger, 
who has devoted his services for some time past to the establishment. The play 
went off admirably, and the most perfect harmony reigned throughout the proceed¬ 
ings— leaned. Aug. 13, 1842. 
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87. Revivification of Sliaroscopic Animalcule. —M. Milne Edwards read a re¬ 
port on a memoir of M. Doyere on this subject. 

i !V S "’I'i k " own ‘ hat "hen a drops of water are sprinkled on moss which 
has been kept dry for months or years, certain microscopic animalcule: make 
their appearance; but it has not been decided whether these little animals are 

Ufe ? 1:aln ’ ° r ' vhe ' he , r ll >eir ova had not remained concealed in 
the moss, and were afterwards vivified. 

M. Doyere has found that, with the assistance of the microscope, we can dis- 
cover in the dried sand of rain-spouts a number of small bodies, which closely 
resemble the remains of these animalcule, deformed through the effects of desim 
cation. I he author has taken these remains, carefully dried them on class 
plates, and found that they were afterwards capable of being restored to life. 
On pushing his experiments further, the author found that, on applying heat at 
14o or loO Iahrenheit, the animalcule were destroyed, and it was impossible 
to bring them to life again. But when they were previously dried, aiid^ll the 
moisture which they naturally contain was gradually expelled, they resisted a 
very great degree of heat; in some experiments the heat was carried to 120° C 
and the antmalculte afterwards restored to life.—Prat. Med. Joum., Aug. 27, 18 I 2 ! 

, n f Pari !-~ h a ppears from an interesting article in the “ Gazette 
Medtcale (August 6 th), that there have been more cases of sickness linn 
usual admitted into the Paris hospitals during the present year In the first 
five months 33,045 cases (not 38,175 as is assumed by o.i/conternnomrv n 
calculating the mortality) were treated, and 3180 persons died; the Sis mthe 
corresponding months of 1841 were 3087. Small-pox has destroyed great num- 

frnm sm, d || pallents 1 bave ™ 0r ! l - ,an -° n ^ e con,racted Hus disease in the hospitals 
from small-pox patients in their vicinity. The writer in the “ Gaiette” asks if 

The onilp" ^ , takCn to i emed y evll < to arrest the ravages of small-pox! 
I he epidemic, he remarks, which has prevailed during two years in England 
has completely ceased in London, the registrar-general’s report not recording 
mote than four or five deaths a.week from small-pox. P ° 

Typhus has prevailed in Paris for the last six weeks or two months with an 
intensity equal to, if not surpassing, that of the epidemic of 1831. It is not 

am ° n <? ,he P°°/ ! vh0 S ° 10 hospitals, but in the private houses 
of the middle classes. Several of the wards of the hospitals are crowded. In 
the ordinary Paris fever the laches lenticulares are rarely observed; this year they 
ar . of frequent occurrence. The inflammatory type, not very well marked ? 
mingled with biliary and adynamic phenomena, predominates. The ca“e 3 are 
said not to be so fatal as usual.-iancef, Aug. 20, 1842. 

80 Health of London —The deaths recently registered in the metropolis are 

were‘b8o b 89 0 ■ n ?he^F‘ ln i! he ‘T "TP 8 cndin & Au S ust 6 - the lumbers 
i,d tu? 0, h . e u wee ks ending July 23, the numbers were 745, 785, 
744. I he increase has been considerable in diarrhea, dysentery , and cholera- 
from which the numbers registered were in the three weeks ending— 


July 16. 

Diarrhoea, ----- 32 - . 
Dysentery, - -- -- 4 _ _ 

Cholera, - -- -- 4 . _ 

40 


Aug. 0 . 

- 76 

- 19 

- 14 

109 


Children and aged persons have been the greater sufferers, but persons be- 
tween the ages of 15 and 60 have not escaped. A similar increase in the mor- 
‘L 00k .El 8 ® 8 ast )’ ear in September. At present we see nothin" very 
femT ?' 1 h .r pr f va "r n " dlseases ma y he fairly ascribed to the action°of the 

/yP ,us , f 5 ver ,s not e P'demic: at the same time we do not hesi¬ 
tate to say that a hundred persons are now killed weekly by the filth and open 
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drains in and about London; and unless energetic steps be taken for remedying 
this state of things, we may anticipate a visitation either of epidemic typhus, 
influenza, or cholera.— Ibid. 

90. London Schools. —Nearly all the private schools in London have been 
closed. The only ones remaining are, the Aldersgate Street School, and the 
school adjoining St. George’s Hospital. The once celebrated school of Mr. 
Granger is defunct.— Prov. Med. and Surg. Journ. % Aug. 27, 1842. 

91. University of Edinburgh. —Dr. Home has resigned the chair of Practice of 
Medicine, and Dr. Alison has been appointed his successor. 

Dr. Henderson has been appointed to the chair of Pathology, vacant by the 
resignation of Dr. John Thomson. 

Mr. James Miller has been elected Professor of Surgery in this school, in 
place of the late Sir Charles Bell. 

92. Medical Faculty of Paris. —M. A. Berard has been elected Professor of 
Clinical Surgery, in the place of the late M. Sanson. 

93. Honours to Medical Men. —M. Cruveilhier, Professor of the Faculty of 
Medicine, and M. Begin, principal surgeon of the Val de Grace, have been nomi¬ 
nated officers of the Legion of Honour, of France. 

94. Obituary Record. —We regret to announce the death of the veteran Baron 
Larrey, the Nestor of French military surgery fat the advanced age of seventy- 
six years]. He expired on Monday, the 25th ult., at Lyons, in the arms of his 
son, who had accompanied him on his recent visit to Africa, to inspect the troops 
there, whence he had just returned. His professional life commenced in 1787, 
when he embarked for America as surgeon-major in the royal navy. He was 
afterwards attached to Napoleon’s army, where he was highly esteemed. By 
that great general, whom he followed in all his campaigns, he was spoken 
of as a “most honest man.” The Baron’s skill as a practical surgeon is 
attested by his great work on military surgery, which contains the results of 
his long experience gained by constant practice in the most sanguinary 
wars that have ever devastated Europe. It is remarkably free from national 
prejudice, and abounds with interesting facts and useful observations. It, in 
addition, recommends itself to the general reader and historian as well as to the 
medical man, inasmuch as it contains an excellent sketch of his great master’s 
victories and campaigns, graphically and philosophically drawn, and also fur¬ 
nishes information with respect to the internal arrangements of the army, for 
which the world was not prepared. It will scarcely be believed, that when 
Napoleon assembled that immense army of 400,000 men, for the subjugation of 
the Russian empire, little or no preparation was made for the relief of the 
wounded. Yet such was the fact. Larrey says, when describing the battle of 
Smolenski, “ Here, as at Witepsk, we were in want of all sorts of things neces¬ 
sary for dressing the wounded. For lint we were obliged to substitute paper, 
and the parchment archives of the city were converted into splints.” An excel¬ 
lent occasion certainly to bring forth the talent and ready zeal of the head of the 
surgical department, but one that will in no way increase the lustre of Napo¬ 
leon’s name. He evidently thought only of victory, and was unprepared for 
defeat, and even for the inevitable consequences of success. 

Larrey was with the troops throughout their advance, and accompanied them 
also in their disastrous retreat. He attributed his preservation during the return 
to his habit of marching on foot. He walked almost the whole way, and never 
approached a fire. Those who did not observe this precaution were so be¬ 
numbed by the cold, that when the bivouac fires were lighted, they did not feel 
the heat till the seeds of gangrene were sown. The intense cold was their prin¬ 
cipal enemy. 
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